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Art Unit: 3632 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. "The round bar" of claim 14 which depends from claim 10 
lacks proper antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Larsen (US patent no. 6,598,270). Larsen discloses a system for fastening to a profile 
section (22, figure 3) comprising at least two bracket element (figure 3 and figure 4A) for 
fastening a mounting element (30, figure 3) to a profile section with at least an outer wall 
having openings (not labeled, see holes along 22, in figure 3) in a predefined spacing 
on at least one outer wall (figure 3), the bracket element (figure 4A) has a first member 
(34) and a second member (33) that is oriented vertical to the first member, the first 
member (34) has at least one opening (35) for fastening the bracket element to the 
support (22) and the second member (33) has at least one elongated opening (36, 
figure 4A) for fastening the mounting element (30, figure 3) to the bracket element (32), 
wherein the first member (34) of the bracket element comprises an alignment means 
(bent portion at 32) for orienting the bracket element on the support (22) and wherein 
the elongated opening (36) in the second member (33) is arranged parallel to the 
alignment means (bent portion 32); wherein the outer contour of the support surface at 
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least of the first member (34) of the bracket element is complementary to the outer 
contour of the support surface of the support. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Calabro (US patent no. 5,954,305) in view of Bailey (US patent no. 5,566,916). Calabro 

disclosed most the claimed features of applicant's invention as illustrated below. 
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However, Calabro does not show the opening of the second member of the 
bracket element as being an elongated opening. 

Bailey teaches in a conduit fastening system for affixing a pipe (figure 4) to a 
system support (45, figure 2) of an assembly system, wherein the conduit system 
fastening system comprises at least two bracket elements (81 , figure 4) for the purpose 
of fastening at least one mounting element being a rounded bar with a threaded ends 
(79) to the support (45, 61 , figure 3), wherein the bracket element has a first member 
(95) and second member (81 , figure 4) angled relative to the first member and having 
an elongated opening (figure 4) so that the threaded free ends of the rounded bar 
mounting element can pass therethrough. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the opening at the bracket element second member of 
Calabro such that it is elongated to facilitate adjustment as taught by Bailey. 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/3/2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Regarding Larsen, applicant argues that Larsen is not combination with 
Bailey. However, there has not been any rejection based on the combination of Larsen 
and Bailey. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Korie H. Chan whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8079. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leslie Braun can be reached on 703-308-2156. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). * 
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